Now I'm Easy

Now I'm Easy

(Eric Bogle)

For nearly sixty years I've been a cocky,

Of drought and fires and floods I've lived through plenty;

This country's dust and mud have seen my tears and blood,

     But it's nearly over now, now I'm easy.

I married a fine girl when I was twenty,

But she died giving birth when she was thirty;

No flying doctor then, just a gentle old black gin,

     But it's nearly over now, now I'm easy.

She left me with two sons and a daughter,

And a bone dry farm whose soil cried out for water;

So my care was rough and ready, but they grew up fine and steady

     But it's nearly over now, now I'm easy.

My daughter married young and went her own way,

My sons lie buried by the Burma Railway;

So on this land I've made my own, I've carried on alone,

     But it's nearly over now, now I'm easy.

City folks these days despise the cocky.

Say with subsidies and all we've had it easy.

But there's no drought or starving stock

On a sewered suburban plot

     But it's nearly over now, now I'm easy.

     Yes, it's nearly over now, now I'm easy.

The term "cockie" or cockatoo farmer (as in the song The Stringybark Cockatoo" goes back to John Robertson's Land Selection Act (NSW ~ 1865) when the big land holdings of "Squatters" (major property owners leasing land from the government) were made accessible to small-holders who could BUY the land from the government on terms, as long as they complied with rules requiring them to clear and farm specified proportions of the land every year. 

The Squatters were unimpressed by the loss of their government sponsored monopoly and disparagingly called the small-holders "cockatoo farmers" - possibly because they said they swarmed over "their" land like a flock of cockatoos stripping a crop or (and this is probably later) because all they could raise on a few hundred acres was cockatoos! 

Eric Bogle (born 23 September 1944, Peebles, Scotland) is a folk singer-songwriter. He emigrated to Australia in 1969 and currently resides near Adelaide, South Australia.

Several of his most famous songs tell of the futility or loss of war. Prominent among these is "And The Band Played Waltzing Matilda", written in 1972. The lyrics tell of the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) experience fighting in the Battle of Gallipoli. It has also been interpreted as a reaction to the Vietnam War. Another of his best-known songs, "No Man's Land", is also World War I-themed. This song is commonly known as "The Green Fields of France", a title it was first given by The Fureys, and which has subsequently been used in many further cover versions. The song refers to the traditional Scottish song "Flowers of the Forest" being played over the grave of a World War I soldier. This song has been remade by Alec Beaton (with a Scottish soldier from "The Water is Wide"), Plethyn ("Gwaed ar eu Dwylo" (Blood on their Hands), sung in Welsh from "Blas y Pridd"), and Hannes Wader ("Es ist an der Zeit" (It is the Time)). American folk singer Charlie Zahm also has a version on his album Festival Favorites.

