William Brown  Arthur T. Hagg

Well, a nice young man was William Brown, 
He worked for a wage in Liverpool town, 
He worked from six till eight at night, 
Turning a wheel from left to right. 

Chorus: 
Keep that wheel a-turning, keep that wheel a-turning 
Keep that wheel a-turning and do a little more each day. 


One day the boss to William came 
And said, "Look here, young what's your name, 
"We're not content with what you do, 
"Work a little harder or out you go." 


So William turned and made her run 
Three times round in the time of one, 
He turned so hard he soon was made 
The Lord High Turner of his trade. 


William turned with the same sweet smile, 
The goods he made grew such a pile; 
They filled the room and the room next door 
And overflowed to the basement floor. 


The nation heard of the wondrous tale, 
His picture appeared in the Sketch and the Mail; 
The railways ran excursions down, 
And all to look at William Brown. 

Penultimate verse sung with pathos in a minor key 


But sad the sequel is to tell; 
He turned out more than the boss could sell; 
The market slumped and the price went down, 
Seven more days and they sacked young Brown. 

Up to speed for last half-verse 

Final Chorus: 

And keep that wheel a-turning, keep that wheel a-turning 
Keep that wheel a-turning and do a little more each day. 

 [The] Labour community song book : Labour words to popular tunes / Words and illustrations by A.T. Hagg was published in London, probably 1927, by [The] New Leader. 

Arthur T Hagg. Born 11th November 1895, studied at Norwich School of Art 1912, and at Westminster School of Art under Menisky and Bayes. Exhibited at the R.A., R.I., R.B.A., N.E.A.C. Lived in London for some years.

The birth of an Arthur Thomas Hagg was registered at Norwich in the last quarter of 1895. (ancestry.co.uk)

Sketches and designs by Hagg appeared in The Joyland Journal, published in Mountjoy Prison, Dublin, by and for imprisoned conscientious objectors during WWI; whether he himself was imprisoned is unclear. (Graham, John William, Conscription and Conscience; a History, 1916-1919. London: Allen & Unwin [1922] page 281). British Army WWI service records show an Arthur Thomas Hagg registered to the 4th Eastern Non-Combatant Corps on 9 June 1916 at Norwich, having been granted exemption from combatant service 'by local tribunal' (ancestry.co.uk).

Whether all these references are to the same man, and whether he is the writer of 'William Brown', is not certain, but it does seem likely enough. 

The struggle for better conditions for workers had been pursued through the generally middle-class Liberal Party but there were many who were uncomfortable with this. 

In 1890 the United States imposed a tariff on foreign cloth which led to a general cut in wages throughout the British textile industry. There followed a strike in Bradford, the Manningham Mills strike, which produced as a by-product the Bradford Labour Union, an organization which sought to function politically independently of either major political party. This showed that working class support for separation from the Liberal Party was growing in strength.

In the 1892 General Election, held in July, three working men were elected without support from the Liberals, Keir Hardie in South West Ham, John Burns in Battersea, and Havelock Wilson in Middlesbrough, the last of whom actually faced Liberal opposition. Hardie owed nothing to the Liberal Party for his election, and his critical and confrontational style in Parliament caused him to emerge as a national voice of the labour movement.

At a TUC meeting in September 1892 a call was issued for a meeting of advocates of independent labour organisation, to be chaired by MP Keir Hardie. A conference, held in Bradford 14-16 January 1893, proved to be the foundation conference of the Independent Labour Party.[2]
The inaugural conference, although deciding to name itself "Labour" rather than "Socialist," nonetheless overwhelmingly accepted that the object of the party should be ‘to secure the collective and communal ownership of the means of production, distribution and exchange’. The party’s programme called for a range of reforms, including an eight hour working day, provision for the sick, disabled aged, widows, and orphans, and free ‘unsectarian’ education ‘right up to the universities’.

